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SUBJECT: REACTION TO FUKUDA POSITION ON ROK TROOP REDUCTION 

1 . SECURITY CONSCIOUS ELEMENTS OF LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY HAVE REACTED SHARPLY TO FUKUDA STATEMENT TO VICE 
PRESIDENT MONDALE THAT TROOP WITHDRAWALS FROM KOREA 
WERE PURELY A BILATERAL AFFAIR BETWEEN US AND ROK. 

LDP SECURITY AFFAIRS RESEARCH COUNCIL, HEADED BY FORMER 
JDA MINISTER SAKATA, MET FEB 2 AND EXPRESSED CONCERN 
THAT PRIME MINISTER’S POSITION WOULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD 
TO MEAN THAT JAPAN NO LONGER CARED ABOUT KOREAN 
PENINSULA. COUNCIL FELT THAT FUKUDA SHOULD HAVE 
REAFFIRMED IMPORTANCE OF ROK SECURITY TO JAPAN, AND 
EXPRESSED OPPOSITION TO US INTENT TO LOWER GROUND FORCE 
LEVELS IN ROK. MEMBERS OF COUNCIL AS WELL AS OTHER 
LDP FIGURES, INCLUDING CURRENT JDA DIRECTOR GENERAL 
MIHARA, SAID THEY WOULD SEEK CLARIFICATION FROM 
PRIME MINISTER. LDP DIET MEMBER KONDO TETSUO, VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF COUNCIL TOLD EMBOFF FEB 6 THAT MEMBERS 
PARTICULARLY CONCERNED LEST FUKUDA FORMULATION LEAD 
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US CONGRESS AND PRESS TO UNDERESTIMATE LEVEL OF 
JAPANESE INTEREST AND TEMPT THEM TO PUSH FOR FASTER 
ACTION ON WITHDRAWALS. AS FOR CONCEPT OF REDUCING 
TROOP LEVELS, KONDO FELT "IDEA IN LINE WITH TREND OF TIMES." 

2. MEANWHILE PRESS AND OPPOSITION HAVE BEEN 
QUESTIONING GOJ OFFICIALS CLOSELY ON CONTENT OF 
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TALKS WITH VICE PRESIDENT, ASKING IN PARTICULAR 
WHETHER JAPANESE STAKE IN ROK SECURITY HAD DECREASED, 

AND WHETHER GOJ HAD EXPRESSED APPROVAL OF US 
DESIRE TO WITHDRAW TROOPS IN ROK. BOTH CHIEF CABINET 
SECRETARY SONODA AND FONOFF SPOKESMAN YANAGIYA HAVE 
ANSWERED THAT JAPAN SIMPLY LISTENED TO US SIDE BUT 
EXPRESSED NO APPROVAL. PRIME MINISTER FUKUDA IN 
RESPONSE TO DIET QUESTIONING FEB 4 ALSO CHOSE TO MOVE 
BEYOND HIS EARLIER FORMULATION THAT WITHDRAWALS WERE 
MAINLY US-ROK ISSUE. FUKUDA TOLD DIET SITUATION ON 
KOREAN PENINSULA WAS MATTER OF "SERIOUS CONCERN", 

ADDING HIS HOPE THAT "INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK" WHICH 
SUPPORTED BALANCE ON PENINSULA WOULD NOT COLLAPSE. 

3. COMMENT: NEITHER LDP NOR PUBLIC REALIZE THAT 
PRIME MINISTER DEFINED CLEARLY FOR VICE PRESIDENT 
MONDALE IMPORTANCE OF ROK FOR JAPANESE SECURITY. 

FUKUDA REMAINS PUBLICLY RETICENT ON THIS POINT TO DENY 
TO OPPOSITION LEVERAGE AGAINST HIM AND TO MINIMIZE 
STICKY DIET MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS. ACCORDING TO DIETMAN 
KONDO, HE ALSO WANTS TO AVOID QUESTIONS ON WHAT JAPAN 
MIGHT BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO MAINTAIN ROK SECURITY. 

SO FAR TACTIC HAS WORKED. OPPOSITION HAS FAILED TO GET HANDLE 
ON ISSUE, AND FUKUDA SHOULD BE ABLE TO QUIET LDP RIGHT WING 
WITH SOME PRIVATE EXPLANATIONS. THERE IS SOME RISK. HOWEVER, 
THAT DEPTH OF GOJ CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE DESTABILIZING 
EFFECTS OF US WITHDRAWALS MAY TEND TO BE OBFUSCATED, AT LEAST 
IN PUBLIC FORUMS. 
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